The Taking of Hugli
inflicted on the Mughals by the accurate musketry fire* It was
said they lost six hundred men, while no more than six Portuguese
and fifteen Indians were killed. But this was only the first day of a
siege which was to last nearly three months.
'The Moors were greatly disconcerted at their losses', writes
Cabral, still using in the seventeenth century the old-fashioned
word which dated from the Ibero-Moorish wars. Some of them
urged Inayatullah to give up the enterprise. clf the Portuguese
get the better of it,' they declared, 'the whole of Bengal, or, at
least, all the adjacent country, will rise with them.' This state-
ment of Cabral's lets us know how insecure was the Mughal
administration, and suggests that had Portugal remained indepen-
dent and by prudent finance found resources to support her settle-
ments in Asia, she might have founded a territorial empire. A
remark of Manrique's suggests the same. One day, after looking
over the defences of Mrauk-u, he came to the conclusion that they
4 would have been of little use had the Portuguese prosecuted
their conquests with the same earnest vigour with which they had
initiated them. When Portugal was merged in Spain, the empire
became unwieldy and sufficient ships could not be spared to go east.
Lacking this support the colonies not only ceased to grow but
were unable to withstand the attacks of their enemies, Asiatic as
well as European/ As will be clear from the narrative of the siege
of Hugli-, the Portuguese spirit was as high as ever. Their way of
life may have been luxurious and disreputable, but it was not
their morals which lost them their empire. That was lost in
Madrid and Lisbon, just as the indignities and defeats recently
suffered in Asia by their successors, the French and English, have
been due far less to the ineptitudes and follies of those on the spot
than to lack of support from Paris and London.
Whatever Inayatullah Khan may have thought—he was a
weak youth—his general, Bahadur Khan, would not hear of
retreat. The assault on Hugli continued, though it was pressed
with more prudence. The Mughals also sought to split opinion in
the Portuguese camp and by trickery to effect an entrance into the
town. They were so far successful with their promises of an
honourable settlement that the Prior of the Augustinian mon-
astery was deputed to effect it. His parley, however, only resulted
in their demanding that four leading men should be sent to nego-
tiate. Four captains accordingly went to Bahadur Khan's tent,
when the original demand for the slaves was reiterated. Thinking
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